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Preface
Following a ten-year tradition, the 10th Franco-Japanese along with the 5th Franco-
Chinese Conference on Combinatorics and Computer Science took place in Ecole Poly-
technique at Palaiseau, France, in September 1997. Prof. J.M. Steyaert was the local
organizer of this meeting and has to be thanked cheerfully for the perfect organization
and the local hospitality. The conference committee was composed by M. Deza, K.
Fukuda, K.-W. Lih, H. Maehara, Y. Manoussakis and J.-M. Steyaert. Of the submitted
papers, after a regular review procedure, 31 have been selected to compose this special
volume.
We would like to express our gratitude to Professor Maurice Nivat for publishing
these proceedings in Theoretical Computer Science. We also wish to thank all the
participants for the quality of their scienti8c exchanges and for creating a very fruitful
and friendly atmosphere, the referees for their invaluable assistance, and the collegues
for submitting the paper.
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